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TYPES 
  

OF 
  

ILLOCUTIONARY ACTS 
 
 
 
 

�  
 

ASSERTIVE SPEECH ACTS  
 
 

There is the assertive illocutionary point (the point of assertive speech acts is to 
commit the hearer to the truth of the proposition). 

 
Some examples are: 

statements,  
descriptions,  

classifications,  
and explanations.  

 
All assertives have the word-to-world direction of fit. 

 
The sincerity condition of assertives is always belief. 
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TYPES OF ILLOCUTIONARY ACTS 
�  

DIRECTIVE SPEECH ACTS 
 

There is the directive illocutionary point (the illocutionary point of directives is to try to 
get the hearer to behave in such a way as to make his behavior match the 

propositional content of the directive). 
 

Some examples are: 
orders,  

commands,  
and requests. 

 
The direction of fit is always 

world-to-word. 
 

The expressed psychological sincerity condition is always desire. 
 

 
 

 
TYPES OF ILLOCUTIONARY ACTS 

�  
COMMISSIVE SPEECH ACTS 

 
 

There is the commissive illocutionary point. 
 

Some examples are: 
promises,  

vows,  
pledges,  

contracts,  
and guarantees. 

 
The direction of fit of commissives is always world-to-word. 

 
The expressed sincerity condition is always intention. 
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TYPES OF ILLOCUTIONARY ACTS 
�  

 EXPRESSIVE SPEECH ACTS 
 

The illocutionary point of the expressives is simply to express the sincerity condition 
of the speech act. 

 
Some examples are: 

apologies,  
thanks,  

congratulations,  
welcomes,  

and condolences. 
 

In expressives the propositional content typically has the null direction of fit. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

TYPES OF ILLOCUTIONARY ACTS 
�  

DECLARATIVE SPEECH ACTS 
 
 

In a declaration, the illocutionary point is to bring about a change in the world by 
representing it as having been changed. 

 
The favorite  examples are utterances like  

“I pronounce you man and wife”,  
“War is hereby declared”,  

“You are fired”,  
and “I resign”. 

 
We have the double direction of fit because we change the world  and thus achieve the 

world-to-word direction of fit by representing it as having been changed, and thus 
achieve the word-to-world direction of fit. 

 
The expressed sincerity condition is always intention. 

 

   


